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A word from the local MPA word from the local MPA word from the local MPA word from the local MPA word from the local MPLabour opposes GST increase

Labour MPs including Labour Leader Phil Goff and Hutt Valley MPs Chris Hipkins, Trevor Mallard
and Parekura Horomia with the ‘Axe the Tax’ bus in Timberlea, Upper Hutt

Labour's big red "Axe the Tax" bus
was warmly welcomed by the resi-
dents of Timberlea recently in a clear
sign the National-led government
should re-think their proposed in-
crease in GST, Rimutaka MP Chris
Hipkins says.

"I was really pleased Labour
Leader Phil Goff and the team were
able to make a stop in Timberlea as
part of our "Axe the Tax" campaign.
I know that local people are really
worried about the proposed increase
in GST and the feedback we got cer-
tainly reinforced that," Chris Hipkins
said.

"National did not contest the 2008
election on a promise to lift GST.
No one voted for an increase in GST.
John Key's plan will have a destruc-
tive impact on the lives of all low to
middle-income Kiwis who have
borne the brunt of the recession, and
who are already struggling to make
ends meet without a GST hike.

"Balancing the budget and having
something left over at the end of the
week isn't easy for a lot of our local
families. Higher prices won't make

that any easier. If GST goes up, the
cost of day to day living will go up.

"That's not good news for the 50
per cent of New Zealanders who
didn't get a wage or salary rise last
year while prices went up. Cost of
living is already an issue and this just
makes things worse," Chris Hipkins
said.

"Phil Goff and the rest of the
Labour team feel passionately that
the GST increase must be stopped,"
Chris Hipkins said.

"GST will hurt most middle to low
income Kiwis. The Government's
promise is to just compensate people
on middle incomes when the highest
earners are hundreds of dollars better
off each week through cutting the top
tax rate. People know this is just a
money-go-round and that they won't
benefit.

"But the real sting will be in
National's proposed income tax
changes. The winners will be the high-
est earners. The losers will be the
vast majority of hard-working, strug-
gling Kiwis who are on middle and
low incomes."

Chris Hipkins said the bus trav-
elled all the way to Dunedin, with
most Labour MPs joining the cam-
paign on various legs.

"Kiwis have given no mandate for
a GST hike. This bus campaign was
about giving Kiwis a chance to have
their say," Chris Hipkins said.

Labour's two-week bus campaign
against the increase kicked off in
Auckland on Sunday 28 February.
Labour Leader Phil Goff and Deputy
Leader Annette King were on the bus
for much of the two weeks.

“Balancing the bud-
get and having some-
thing left over at the
end of the week isn't
easy for a lot of our
local people. Higher
prices won't make
that any easier.”

Eighteen months into my role as
the Member of Parliament for
Rimutaka the two most common
questions I get asked are what do I
actually do and am I enjoying the
job. The second answer is easy, I
love it and I’m relishing the chal-
lenge. The first question is harder to
answer because being an MP basi-
cally means doing three or four dif-
ferent jobs simultaneously. There is
no job description and each MP has
a slightly different focus.

I try to divide my time and my
work into three main areas, my work
out here in the electorate, my work
as a parliamentarian, and my work as an advocate for Labour Party poli-
cies. As your local MP I try to make myself as readily available as I
possibly can. Whenever Parliament isn’t sitting I try and spend time vis-
iting local schools, businesses and community groups. I regularly meet
with constituents individually at my electorate offices and I try to hold
regular ‘clinics’ throughout the area where people can come and discuss
any issue of concern or interest to them without an appointment.

I find the local electorate work really challenging and rewarding. It keeps
my feet on the ground and I get a real buzz when I can help someone sort
out a problem. I think it’s great that Kiwis have such ready access to their
elected representatives. I read a recent study from the UK that found that
less than half of their MPs have a direct link to the electorates they repre-
sent. More than half of their MPs didn’t live in their electorates, hadn’t
worked there or been to school there, and until a few decades ago, it wasn’t
uncommon for some MPs to make an "annual visit" to their constituency.
Thankfully that’s never been the case in New Zealand and it’s pretty
unusual for an MP not to live in or near the electorate they represent.

The second part of my job is my role as a parliamentarian, taking part in
debates on legislation before the House, hearing submissions during Select
Committees, and holding the government to account through questions
and financial reviews. I’m a regular speaker in the debating chamber and I
think I’ve probably asked more written parliamentary questions than just
about any other MP. As a member of the Government Administration
Select Committee I’ve had the opportunity to learn a lot more about how
our public services are governed and I’ve helped to keep many of our
departments and agencies on their toes by asking the tricky questions.

The third part of my role is to be an advocate for Labour Party policies.
I was elected as a Labour MP and I’ve been made the party’s spokesper-
son on Internal Affairs and Sport and Recreation. I’m also the Associate
Energy Spokesperson. In those roles I’ve been closely monitoring what
the government are up to and provide an alternative perspective .

One of the things I’m often asked when talking about what I do is why
we spend so much time arguing and why don’t we just get on with things.
The reality is I think Labour has voted for more legislation in this term of
parliament than we’ve voted against. We don’t just oppose the govern-
ment for the sake of it. When we think they’re doing the right thing, we’ll
vote accordingly. Naturally media coverage focuses on the areas where we
disagree. Conflict sells newspapers and makes for good telly, but we
shouldn’t let that overshadow the fact that all parliamentarians actually
want to do the best thing for the country. It’s just that from time to time we
don’t agree what that is or how it should be done.

Chris Hipkins, MP for Rimutaka
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Leader’s Comment

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins has
selected Birchville student Chelsea
Torrance to represent our community
at Youth Parliament 2010. Chelsea is
a year 13 student at Chilton St James
and attended Mangaroa School and
Maidstone Intermediate. Next year
she hopes to study law and political
science at Victoria University.

Youth Parliament 2010 will bring
122 young New Zealanders from
across the country to Parliament for
two days on 6 and 7 July 2010. While
they are there they will share their
views with the country's decision-
makers.

Chris Hipkins invited young
people from across the electorate to
submit an essay outlining a major

challenge they thought New Zealand
would face by 2025. Chelsea Torrance
wrote about the importance of pub-
lic healthcare and the need to address
the root causes of health problems.

"I was really impressed with the
calibre of applications I received. I'm
looking forward to introducing
Chelsea to key organisations in our
community so she can take our
community's voice to Youth Parlia-
ment 2010," Chris Hipkins says.

Youth MPs will be able to debate
in Parliament the merits of different
age thresholds. There will also be ten
select committees of inquiry ranging
from entrepreneurship education to
copyright infringement. Young
people who want to connect with the

Youth MPs and let them know what
they think can join the official Youth
Parliament 2010 group on Facebook.

Youth Parliament 2010 is a joint
initiative of the Minister of Youth
Affairs and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives and is organised
by the Ministry of Youth Develop-
ment in collaboration with the Office
of the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Office of the Clerk,
the Parliamentary Service and New
Zealand's 122 Members of Parlia-
ment.

Further information about the top-
ics to be discussed can be found on
the Youth Parliament 2010 website -
www.youthparliament.govt.nz.

Chelsea Torrance Rimutaka’s
Youth MP for 2010

Rimutaka’s Youth MP Chelsea Torrance with Chris Hipkins outside Parliament. Chelsea has been selected to
represent Rimutaka’s young people at the 2010 Youth Parliament. During Youth Parliament she will participate in
parliamentary debates, attend select committees, and learn more about how Parliament works.

Upper Hutt Festival of Cultures

We are entering 2010 after a
tough year - a year of job losses,
and for a lot of working people - a
wage freeze. 2010 needs to be a
recovery for the many, not the few.

Labour's priority is to make sure
opportunities are there for people
who are prepared to do the work.
Over two recent days, three and a
half thousand people queued in
South Auckland for 150 jobs at a
new supermarket. That's why
dealing with unemployment needs
to be a priority for this Govern-
ment. In practice, it wants to sit on
the sidelines doing nothing - hop-
ing that economic recovery will bail
them out.

John Key might have delivered
something more than 25 cents to
people on the minimum wage. How
can you raise and support a family
on that sort of income? That's why
Labour will introduce a bill to in-
crease the minimum wage to $15
an hour from next year.

The chief executives of New
Zealand's top companies get paid
fifty times the minimum wage. The
government has to deliver for the
many, not the few.

Kiwis don't mind working hard
to make life better for their fami-
lies, and they don't mind contrib-
uting their share for services like
health care and education.

We celebrate people getting
ahead. But not by ripping off your
fellow Kiwis.

 Like the Christchurch crime
family who have been on a sick-
ness benefit continuously since
1984 because they are said to be
addicted to cannabis - who claimed
a grant to fence the swimming pool
at one of several properties they
own. We need to crack down on
people whose behaviour will be
used as an excuse to cut back on
social services that are necessary
for the majority of people who
have a genuine need.

As Labour develops social
policy this year, it will be based on
the principle that no child should
be held back or disadvantaged in
their education or their health care
because they come from a poor
family.  We also need to be there to
help out kids when they're going

off the rails, before they fall off
forever.

It is disproportionately an is-
sue for Maori and Pasifika com-
munities.

That's why the greatest chal-
lenge for Maoridom is not about
Foreshore and Seabed and even
less about the tino rangatiratanga
flag. It is about creating a break-
through generation in educational
achievement and job skills.

Twenty-five thousand teenagers
are not in work, education or train-
ing. If we're going to cut crime, we
need to give these kids a better edu-
cation and more skills.

The Government is not going to
make a difference to New Zealand's
long term future by sitting on the
sidelines.

Labour believes we need to re-
form monetary policy to better
help the productive sector. The
other big issue this year is tax.

There is no way Labour will
agree to a deal that sees hard-
pressed families face a rise in liv-
ing costs through higher GST while
the benefits of personal tax cuts
go overwhelmingly to those on the
highest incomes.

All New Zealanders need to
share the benefit of tax changes -
not just the privileged few at the
top.

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins at-
tended the unveiling of Upper Hutt's
memorial statue and remembrance
area recently. The statue entitled
'Now, Grandad?' was created by Chris
Elliot and is part of the revitalisation
project currently underway in Up-
per Hutt's CBD.

The memorial names those local
residents who died fighting for their
country. "Every year at ANZAC
Day we take a moment to remember
those who sacrificed their lives so
that we can enjoy the freedom we
take for granted today. This memo-
rial provides a more permanent and
ongoing recognition of that sacrifice,"
Mr Hipkins said after the ceremony.

He also pointed out that the statue
serves a double purpose. "This de-
piction of a grandad with his grand-
daughter is an effective reminder to

not only honour our dead, but also to
educate future generations about the
perils of armed conflict”.

Mr Hipkins paid tribute to RSA
President Sid Giles and project
organiser Wayne Myers. "Without
their hard work and dedication I'm

Memorial statue unveiled

One weekend in March Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins attended the
Festival of Cultures at Expressions Arts and Entertainment Centre in
Upper Hutt. "I was delighted to see such a range of cultural perfor-
mances from all around the world. It featured dance groups from the
Pacific Islands, Zimbabwe, the Philippines, Poland, Sudan, Indonesia,
Sudan and the Middle East as well as a music performance from Ghana,"
Chris Hipkins says.

"It shows that Rimutaka is a multicultural electorate with people from
all around the world. What's more, we are proud to celebrate our cul-
tures, which is fantastic. I really encourage these sorts of events. Cel-
ebrating our cultural diversity makes New Zealand a more welcoming
place for new people who are eager to contribute to our community,"
Chris Hipkins said. The event was also attended by Mayor Wayne
Guppy and the Community Task Force Group.

not sure the project would have got
very far. I hope the community will
get behind them and raise the extra
money they need to finish off the
steps and the lighting too," Chris
Hipkins said.
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Phil Goff visits Hutt Valley

Labour Leader Phil Goff and Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins outside Heretaunga College during a recent visit.

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins recently hosted Labour Leader
Phil Goff here in Rimutaka. They visited local businesses, schools
and residents. The day was part of Phil Goff's regular programme
of visits to local communities throughout New Zealand.

"I'm really pleased that Phil Goff has made regular visits out
here to the Hutt Valley a priority during his time as Leader of
the Opposition,” Chris Hipkins said.

“Local residents are always keen to hear what Phil has to say
and the feedback I've been getting suggests they appreciate the
opportunity to share their own views with him.

"During Phil's most recent visit we spoke with the residents
at Summerset Retirement Village in Trentham. They were very
concerned about the National government's plan to raise GST
and cut the benefits available to holders of the SuperGold Card.

“Labour has opposed both of these measures. We know that
increasing GST will hit those on fixed incomes, such as retirees,
the hardest. We supported the introduction of the SuperGold
Card in the first place because we know how much the services
it offers are appreciated by our older citizens.

"We also discussed National's plan to cut home help for the
sick and elderly and Gerry Brownlee's plans to mine our na-
tional parks. It would be fair to say that both of these issues are

of real concern to the Summerset residents we spoke to. I’ve
been a vocal critic of cuts to home help and I think National’s
desire to dig up our most pristine natural areas and export them
overseas is just plain nuts," Chris Hipkins said.

Mr Hipkins and Mr Goff also visited Acma Industries on
Montgomery Street in Upper Hutt who specialise in making
polyurethane products.

“We really enjoyed meeting the people behind a great Kiwi
business exporting all around the world. It's always superb to
see local businesses doing so well on the world stage.

"We also met with senior students at Heretaunga College and
Phil took questions from a group of very keen students. It was
encouraging to meet so many intelligent and engaged young
people. It should give us all hope that the future of our country
is in good hands.

"To round off the day, we paid a visit to the Avalon Fire
Station where we had the opportunity to view their new facili-
ties and we even had the chance to operate their big extension
ladder. It was quite a buzz.

"Phil Goff was very impressed by the diverse and hardworking
people of the Hutt Valley. There's a lot happening in our com-
munity and it's a great place to live and work," Mr Hipkins said.

Senior Constable John Cowden of the Upper Hutt Police
was keen to get young people thinking positively about what
makes a good police officer.

Constable Cowden asked young people to write a brief
essay on what they thought good policing is. Around 100
entries were received.

 After shortlisting the top 40, Constable Cowden then asked
Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins to choose three winners. Mr
Hipkins said "it was a tough choice”.

The winners were: Monique Makavalu (10-12 years),
Nadia Martinez (5-9 years) and Aleece Andrews (13-17 years).
They are pictured above with Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins
and local Police Area Commander Mike Hill. They were taken
to visit the police college and museum at Porirua.

What makes a good Police Officer?

New Silverstream landfill opened

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins with Mayors Wayne Guppy
and David Ogden, local city councillors and staff working
at the new Silverstream landfill.

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins recently joined with regional
and local councillors to celebrate the opening of the newest
part of the Silverstream landfill. With 120,000m³ of soil exca-
vated and 30,000m² of liner laid, stage two of the landfill is
now open for business.

The region's only designated Class A landfill, Silverstream
can take the widest range of waste material. The landfill has
been created by shaping the rock face into steps, putting
porous concrete onto the face of the steps, then draping them
with liner. The liner ensures any waste liquid that leaches out
will be captured and piped to the treatment plant in Seaview.

Gas generated by the landfill will be converted to electric-
ity at the existing landfill gas power station. Unlike the older
landfill, gas extraction wells in the new one are built as the
waste is placed, rather than retro-fitted later on, meaning a
more efficient capture.

Only around 60% of the gas from the existing landfill is
captured whereas the new one is expected to capture closer
to 90%. The power station has the potential to generate up
to 4 MW which is enough to power 8,000 homes.

Chris Hipkins congratulated the local councils for the envi-
ronmental protection work that has gone into the develop-
ment of the new landfill, which is expected to meet the needs
of Hutt Valley residents for the next 50 years.

"It's great to see how careful the Councils and the tip
operators have been to ensure the environment is protected.
It's also really good to see them making the best possible use
of the gas resources the landfill will produce," Hipkins said.

Chris Hipkins had the important task of handing out driver
licences and bike warrant-of-fitnesses to 20 pre-schoolers in
March this year at Premium Pre-School in Silverstream's Perry
Street. Nic Cross, who owns the pre-school said she wanted
someone important like the Member of Parliament to add for-
mality to the event.

"His knowledge and passion for cycling also made it appro-
priate to involve him." Mrs Cross and her staff were preparing
the youngsters and their bikes to take part in a "wheel-a-thon"
aimed at raising money for child cancer. Altogether over $900
was raised from sponsorship, when the children cycled around
neighbouring streets.

After the vehicle inspection and presentation of WOFs, Chris
took time to read the youngsters a story. Premium Pre-school
has offered pre-school education for almost four years in
Silverstream and has three to five year olds coming from many
parts of the Hutt Valley. Chris Hipkins regularly visits early
childhood centres throughout the electorate.

Hipkins visits local Early Childhood Centres

Photos: Chris Hipkins reads to children at Premium Pre-School in Silverstream.
Inset: Chris presents ‘driver licences’ and ‘warrant-of-fitness’ certificates to kids as
part of a ‘wheel-a’thon’ aimed at raising money for child cancer.
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The latest round of restructur-
ing proposals from the National
Government is a continuation of
their ad-hoc and piecemeal ap-
proach to the future of the public
service. There does not seem to be
a plan, but rather a desire to be seen
to be "cutting costs" and 'back of-
fice staff', regardless of how the
actual agencies are performing. This
is a short-sighted approach that will
not deliver New Zealanders more
effective and responsive services.

Everyone wants more efficient
public services. There is no doubt
that there is room for improvement
in a number of ministries and de-
partments. As members of the pub-
lic we have all experienced frustra-
tion with government agencies
from time to time.  For individuals
and families who have complex
needs the system does not always
respond in a comprehensive or flexible manner. For many public ser-
vants a culture of risk aversion surrounds their work, even though they
have many innovative ideas.

The solution to these problems is not going to come from simply
ordering more and more indiscriminate funding cuts or from shuffling
and merging small departments. The Prime Minister himself noted be-
fore the election that "few problems are solved by significant
reorganisations - in fact, many more tend to be created. It is easy to
underestimate the amount of energy and inspiration soaked up by insti-
tutional change, as well as the loss of personal and institutional knowl-
edge."

To get more efficiency and responsiveness in the public sector we
need to re-examine the legislative framework that governs it. The State
Sector Act and the Public Finance Act have now passed their 21st birth-
days.  They are the products of an era of thinking that saw public service
agencies as competing business units. Enormous power has been in-
vested in individual chief executives and a silo mentality has grown up as
a result.  We need to ensure legislation supports a collaborative and
integrated approach to delivering public services.  This approach as
former Government Statistician Len Cook has said could involve "broad-
ening governance structures and practices to encompass sector wide
solutions to outcomes".  In other words let's start by focusing on what
we want public services to achieve and build our framework around that.

It is also important to talk to those who deliver and receive the ser-
vices about how they can be made more effective and responsive. We
have some of the sharpest minds in New Zealand working in the public
sector. We need to harness those capabilities to create innovation.  They
need to be supported to take risks. We also have to get alongside commu-
nities, businesses and individuals to see what works for them, and what
is needed in their area.  This might mean a mixture of central government
provision of services and devolved provision, and it will mean that the
public service has to adapt and change. Better use of technology will be
a key part of this.

The approach to continuing to provide and improve public services
should be one of investment, inclusion and innovation.  Instead what we
are seeing from the current government is a desire to be seen to be cutting
back spending based on an artificial distinction between the frontline and
back office, and inflated claims about the growth of the sector in recent
years.  New Zealanders expect and deserve high quality and efficient
public services. The government needs to stop undermining them through
indiscriminate cuts and start investing in our future.

Grant Robertson
Opposition Spokesperson

on State Services

Public services need a better
than ad-hoc approach

To check whether or not you are enrolled to vote
visit: www.elections.govt.nz

Switch off for Earth Hour

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins encouraged local residents to take part in Earth Hour on 27 March, part of the global
'lights out' event for action on climate change. He called on all New Zealanders to switch off lights and unnecessary
appliances for Earth Hour, the largest mass participation environmental event on the planet.

To encourage others to take part, Chris Hipkins was photographed in front of a giant light switch at Parliament
Buildings. "I support Earth Hour because it inspires people to take action on climate change. Turning off lights for
one hour is a symbolic act demonstrating how our small individual actions can add up to make a big difference," Chris
Hipkins said.

Iconic New Zealand landmarks including Wellington's Parliament Buildings and the Beehive and Auckland's Sky
Tower were plunged into darkness for Earth Hour. Individuals and businesses around New Zealand also switched off
in their homes, shops or business premises to show their support for the international initiative.

Labour MPs fight to stop
loan sharks

Protecting out most vulnerable New Zealanders and
their families is at the heart of Labour's campaign to
crackdown on Loan Sharks, Consumer Affairs spokes-
person Carol Beaumont says. She was recently in the
Hutt Valley to speak with local budget advisors and
other community groups who see firsthand the dev-
astating impact loan sharks can have on local families
on a day-to-day basis.

"Times have never been better for loan sharks.
Unemployment is at record levels and more families
are struggling to make ends meet. For most the eco-
nomic recovery has yet to find its way to their pock-
ets. The reality for many Kiwis is that losing a job
coupled to rising food costs can often leave with a
loan shark as the only alternative", says Carol Beau-
mont

"These loan sharks lend out money at obscene rates,
without checking to see whether the borrower will be
able to meet the repayment requirements. Increasing
numbers of people are pawning items like bikes and
children's toys to borrow funds to be able to pay the
bills.

"In some cases people are borrowing to pay off interest and then incurring much higher interest as a result, leaving
them in more trouble than they were in the first place. For those unfortunate enough to be trapped in this ever
restricting spiral of debt, the consequences can be severe.

"Loan shark rates are known to exceed 1000% pa and require little paper work. In some instances loan sharks
launch 'name and shame' campaigns in community newspapers. Along with a photo and the name of the lender, the
'advertisement' includes the amount lent and the reason for the loan. This is unacceptable behaviour. It is time for
action", says Carol Beaumont

Beaumont has introduced a private members bill to Parliament, the Credit Reform (Responsible Lending) Bill,
which prevents lenders (loan sharks) from charging excessive interest rates and will ensure that they are more
responsible when lending money.
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The National government's plan to
mine in some of New Zealand's most
idyllic and attractive conservation
areas severely threatens New
Zealand's international image,
Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins says.

The move comes after a string of
bad media internationally for New
Zealand. In March, American maga-
zine The Economist claimed the
government's mining proposal would
severely undermine New Zealand's
clean, green image. In November, Brit-
ish newspaper The Guardian declared
New Zealand is not as green as it
claims to be.

"The actions of the National gov-
ernment are bringing our international
credentials into question. Our image
is under threat and the government is
doing absolutely nothing to help,"
Chris Hipkins says.

"New Zealand's '100% Pure' brand
attracts thousands of tourists every
year. Our exporters also rely on it for
access to overseas markets. We must
do everything we can do preserve it.

In March, the government an-
nounced a proposal to allow mining
within Schedule 4 conservation lands
on Great Barrier Island, the Coroman-
del and the West Coast of the South
Island. Currently, land designated
under Schedule 4 is protected from
mining. The government proposes to
remove 7058 hectares of land from
the Schedule.

"The government is taking a mas-
sive risk with our national prosper-
ity. The losses we suffer in tourism
may not ever be recovered by min-
ing.

"It's still unclear exactly what re-
sources exist, yet National seems

willing to risk destroying natural habi-
tats and driving away thousands of
tourists.

"The mining companies advising
the government will be the big win-
ners. Ordinary Kiwis will lose out
again.

"This is more evidence that the
National government has a danger-
ous agenda for New Zealand. First,
they watched unemployment rise and
thousands of people lose their jobs.
Next, they set an agenda to gut the
public service and put even more
people out of work. Now they plan
to gut our pristine conservation es-
tate and drive away tourists to try
and find out whether they can make
a quick buck off their mates in the
mining industry," Chris Hipkins said.

Mining plan puts NZ’ s
100% Pure image at risk

On 20 March I had great pleasure
in attending the Tumeke Taita Festi-
val at the Taita Shopping Centre. This
is the third year that a group of very
enthusiastic locals, community work-
ers and supportive community
organisations have come together to
put on a festival free to the residents
of Taita.

The turnout was amazing, I would
say about 3,000 people from all age
groups and backgrounds attended and
it was very encouraging to see how
an event such as this increases com-
munity spirit and pride while bring-
ing together people for a day of fun.

Many businesses and retailers do-
nated spot prizes and funding
organisations sponsored free rides
and activities for the under 6s and
youth. These included a petting zoo,
merry-go-rounds, face painting, hang-
dog climbing wall, a gyroscope, in-
door ice hockey, a soccer cage and
much more. The elderly were catered
for with free cups of tea and food,
and a gazebo with seating for them to
relax and enjoy the entertainment and
fashion parade. Stalls were available

for those wishing to buy or browse
and the entertainment was just fan-
tastic.

The opening started with a conch
call to gather everyone to the festi-
val, then the Mayor and Taita
College's head girl officially opened
the event followed by a waiata from
Taita College Poly Club. There were
twelve different items throughout the
day, including local bands, dancers,
singers and a fashion parade. The MC

was great, he drew everyone together
and kept the audience inspired and
entertained with good humour, song
and free giveaways.

It was fabulous event and I com-
mend the people of Taita and the sur-
rounding areas for all their work in
putting together another very suc-
cessful event for the community. Well
done.

Chris Hipkins
MP for Rimutaka

Tumeke Taita Festival
The National government is tak-

ing police cars off the streets of the
Hutt Valley despite a rise in re-
ported crime rates, Rimutaka MP
Chris Hipkins says.

"There are already eight fewer po-
lice cars on the road in the Hutt
Valley as a result of the National
government's Budget cuts and that
might not be the worst of it," Chris
Hipkins says.

Mr Hipkins asked written par-
liamentary questions to the Police
Minister Judith Collins which re-
vealed the cut in Hutt Valley police
car numbers.

"Taking police cars off our roads
can only make the streets of the
Hutt Valley less safe for our fami-
lies and children. It's an appalling
move and makes a mockery of
National's promise to focus police
resources on the frontline.

"I'm afraid to say the situation
could well get worse in coming
years. The National government
aims to remove 340 from our streets

by June this year.
"At a time when we have expe-

rienced a 4 percent increase in re-
ported rates of crime by Lower
Hutt and Upper Hutt police, it
defies belief that our law enforce-
ment teams should have resources
taken away.

"The government cannot afford
to take any more police cars off
the streets. I will continue to chal-
lenge the government on this. I'm
absolutely opposed to any action
that makes Kiwis less safe and I
believe the government should be
doing everything it can to keep our
streets patrolled.

"Cutting police resources so that
they can give tax cuts to the high-
est paid is a massive breach of the
trust given to them by the public.
It's yet another example of the
National Party making hollow
promises before the election that
they had no intention of keeping,"
Chris Hipkins says.

National takes Police cars
off Hutt Valley streets

Locking people up in jails is a
job for the state, not for private
businesses whose prime motivation
will inevitably be to make money
out it, says Labour Law and Order
spokesperson Clayton Cosgrove.

Commenting on the recent an-
nouncement that the National gov-
ernment will use a private comapny
to design, build and operate a new
prison at Wiri, Clayton Cosgrove
said: “While such private/public
ventures might have real merit in
terms of building new roads the pri-
vate sector cannot be allowed a role
in operating prisons in this coun-
try.

“Labour doesn’t care who builds
or designs a prison, but the state
should run them. Punishment and
rehabilitation are a core function of
government. By transferring such a
core function, even with so-called
safeguards, to the private sector, the
Government is shirking its respon-
sibility for the safety of staff and
the community if things go wrong.”

Clayton Cosgrove said
National’s claim that a Public/Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) would of-
fer better value for money could not
be substantiated in terms of past
history with a privately-run prison
in New Zealand. “This is a blatant
example of ideology. National is re-
jecting the advice of its own advis-
ers. The last time National tried a
privately-run prison it was actu-
ally more expensive to run than it
was when it was in the hands of the
state.

“There is no evidence to suggest
privately-operated prisons are bet-

ter, safer or cheaper to run. Public
prisons are fiscally accountable to
the state and taxpayers. Privately-
run prisons are accountable firstly
to shareholders, and this poses a
real risk to staff safety, quality and
work conditions, as well as reha-
bilitation services,” Clayton
Cosgrove said.

“Overseas experience has shown
disastrous problems in privately-
run prisons, ranging from bribery,
corruption, increased violence and
drug abuse, through to suicides.

“The Government’s aim, for the
community’s sake, should be to re-
duce crime, improve rehabilitation
of prisoners, and reduce the num-
ber of prisoners,” Clayton
Cosgrove said.

“National is certainly failing on
the first count. The crime rate is
going up, and a privately-run
prison, which will make more
money the more prisoners there
are, and the less it spends on try-
ing to turn the lives of prisoners
around, hardly suggests that either
recidivism or the prisoner muster
will reduce.

“Labour strongly believes that
we need prisons to lock people up
who are a threat to the commu-
nity, but you need a fence at the
top of the cliff as well as an ambu-
lance at the bottom. National has
no commitment to services de-
signed to keep people from re-of-
fending or out of prison in the first
place. The closure of the Te
Hurihanga youth justice facility in
Hamilton earlier this year proved
that convincingly.”

Prisons should be run by the
State, not private businesses
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Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins is
reminding low-income homeowners
in the Hutt Valley that they may be
eligible for rates rebates to help
them in their struggle with increas-
ing household costs.

"Many people don't seem to be
aware that they may be eligible for
a rates rebate. So far only about 60
percent of those eligible for a re-
bate here in the Hutt Valley have
reclaimed the money. That means
there are still hundreds of house-
holds eligible who haven't applied",
Chris Hipkins said.

"If the people in your household
collectively earn less than $22,000
you might be eligible for a rate re-
bate of up to $550. If you have kids
and bring home up to $32,000, you
might also be entitled to one.

"People I've met from across the
Hutt Valley have told me they're
struggling with daily costs. This is
one little thing that could provide
some welcome relief.

"The Labour government ad-
justed the income threshold so more
struggling families could benefit
from the rates rebate scheme. Un-
fortunately the new National-led
government have cut the promo-
tional budget so many people who
are eligible don't know about it.

Chris Hipkins said he was con-
cerned that those struggling to make
ends meet would find it even
tougher if the National Party goes
ahead with their planned GST in-
crease.

"The National government wants
to mount even higher costs on ordi-
nary people by doing things like
increasing GST and allowing power
prices to skyrocket. I feel for those
people and I know that the National
government is only making it harder
for ordinary people to stay on top
of their bills.

"As the local MP I'll continue to
advocate for policies that will make
life a little easier for local residents.
I think it's important to let people
know what they're entitled to and
over the next few weeks I'll be re-
minding them that the rates rebate
scheme is one thing those on very
tight budgets might be able to ac-
cess."

To find out whether you're
eligible for a rate rebate, go
online and visit the Department
of Internal Affairs website at
www.dia.govt.nz and search
'rates rebate scheme'.

Rates Rebates still available

New cafe on Dunlop site

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins has
welcomed the opening of the new
Dunlop café, part of a hospitality
training centre at the old tyre factory
site. The café is run by Theresa
Ipsilos and Mar-ia Martin, who be-
tween them have 35 years of hospi-
tality training under their belts.

The former administration offices
of the Dunlop factory have been to-
tally renovated to create a café, train-
ing kitchen, and function facilities. At
the official opening on March 29, Mr

Hipkins and Upper Hutt Mayor
Wayne Guppy were invited to un-
veil a plaque and cut the ribbon.

In the long-term, Theresa and Ma-
ria are aiming to offer training to
NZQA levels and will also introduce
barista training. Those who have al-
ready visited the café include many
former Dunlop staff thrilled to see
part of the old building bought to life
again.

"I'd like to congratulate Teresa and
Ma-ria and wish them all the very

best in their endeavours. We have a
long history of hospitality training
in Upper Hutt and a number of
people at the opening spoke fondly
of the courses the CIT used to offer.

"It's great to see an iconic Upper
Hutt building being pressed back into
service. I'm sure our young people
will welcome another education op-
tion close to home," Chris Hipkins
said.

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins with the iconic Dunlop sign that will hang above the new cafe on the old tyre actory
site. With him are founders Theresa Ipsilos and Mar-ia Martin.

"Even National's own Attorney
General Chris Finlayson has admit-
ted the plan is unfair. He says the
reforms discriminate against certain
people on the basis of three pro-
hibited grounds: sex, marital status
and family status.

"Instead of putting the boot into
the unemployed perhaps John Key
could do something positive about
jobs and training.

“John Key claims the recession
is over but the forecasts released in
March show unemployment will
continue to rise under this govern-
ment.

"National needs to think of ways
to help Kiwis back into work, not
punish them," Chris Hipkins said.

Benefit cuts unfair, do
nothing to create jobs

StaStaStaStaSta y infy infy infy infy inf ororororor med,med,med,med,med,  join the join the join the join the join the
email listemail listemail listemail listemail list

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins sends
regular emails to supporters to
keep the up to date with what’s

going on around the electorate and
in Parliament.

To sign up to receive the newslet-
ters visit www.chrishipkins.org.nz

or send an email to
chris@chrishipkisn.org.nz

National's plans to cut benefits
are unfair and show they have no
plan to create jobs, Rimutaka MP
Chris Hipkins says. Since National
came to office, unemployment has
tripled and 168,000 Kiwis are now
out of work.

"National claims people on the
unemployment benefit are just lazy.
They should tell that to the 3500
people who lined up outside a su-
permarket in  Auckland for 150 low-
paid jobs recently. People are des-
perate for work but have struggled
to find jobs during the recession,"
Chris Hipkins said.

"Cutting welfare is not going to
help put the thousands of unem-
ployed Kiwis back into jobs.

A conservative stock-take of health
services undertaken by Labour
showed more than 50 frontline health
services have been cut since National
came to office, Labour’s Health
spokesperson Ruth Dyson says.

“Home help for elderly, services
for the terminally ill, mental health
services and diabetes services are
amongst the services that have been
cut back. Bill English and Tony Ryall
would have you believe that these
services are ‘low value’.

“It’ s a disgrace. Questions must
now be asked about Minister of
Health Tony Ryall’s blatant mislead-
ing of the public. He’s made enor-
mous claims about cutting back room
services and saving more than $700
million all to be invested in frontline
health services.  He made that claim
over six months ago so surely we
would be seeing $100 million in addi-
tional money by now. But instead all
we have seen is cuts.

“How is the savings programme
going Mr Ryall? The thousands of
elderly who are losing their home
support would certainly like to know
how that savings programme for in-

vestment in frontline services is go-
ing. The increase in frontline services
Mr Ryall loves to point to is elective
services. The only problem for Mr
Ryall is that the increases began un-
der Labour because of a massive hos-
pital building programme that in-
cluded more than 20 new theatres and
an investment in nursing and medical
personnel including a 20% pay jolt
to hospital-based nurses in 2004.

“Under National medical person-
nel are warning of an exodus to Aus-

tralia. It's amazing Mr Ryall takes
credit for the electives increase, but
says the thousands of elderly who
have lost services are not his concern
they are just operational decisions.
Tony Ryall has repeatedly misled the
public and now elderly and the ter-
minally ill are bearing the brunt of his
decision to cut patient services. Take
some responsibility Minister; you
allowed elderly cancer and arthritis
suffers to lose their home help. No-
one else is responsible,” Dyson says.

Health cuts a National disgrace

Labour’s Health spokesperson Ruth Dyson visited Rimutaka recently. She
is pictured above visiting Riding for the Disabled in Silverstream.
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Chris works with Shihkeil Harrison, 12, at the Timberlea
Community House After School Programme

Chris with John Simister, the founder of local tourist attraction
Staglands during a recent visit there to view their operations

Chris with Debbie Duncan, Manager of the Upper Hutt
Library, during a recent visit to view renovations

Chris with Young Labour members during the Victoria
University 2010 student Orientation festival

The constant cuts to home help
hours being pursued by the Hutt Val-
ley DHB are short-sighted and will
lead to more health problems and
budget blow-outs in the future, warns
Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins.

 "Recently my electorate offices
have been deluged with complaints
about the way the Hutt Valley DHB
has been slashing home help hours
for the elderly. This cost-cutting
agenda is endangering the health of
our older citizens and could lead to
more serious illness and avoidable cost
blowouts in other areas," Mr Hipkins
said.

"If our older people don't get the
level of help around the home that
they need then more serious health
problems could develop and more of
them could end up in hospital. Alter-
natively they could end up moving
into full-time care facilities. Surely
it's better to help people to stay in
their own homes as long as possible?

"I've spoken to the families of a
number of older people who have had
their home help hours cut. They are

understandably concerned. All of the
families I've spoken to are trying hard
to do their bit for their elders, but
those working full-time or raising
families on their own can't always
drop everything to help their older
relatives. Home help is a vital supple-
ment to normal family support.

"I'm particularly appalled at the
way many older people have had
their home help hours cut over the
phone. How on earth can somebody
tell from a five minute phone conver-
sation whether or not it is safe or
wise to cut an elderly person's home
help hours? Why aren't they talking
to the carers? Why aren't they con-
sulting the families?

"If the Hutt Valley DHB were wise
they would recognise that the carers
providing home help are often the
first people to notice emerging health
problems or other issues that can
impact on the well-being of older
people.

"If I was to ask each carer to pre-
dict which of their clients was likely
to end up in need of hospital care in

the next few months, I reckon they
could predict that pretty accurately.
Why aren't the DHB tapping into
that expertise and knowledge so that
they can more pro-actively provide
preventative healthcare before more
serious problems develop?

"If we judge our society by the
way we treat our older citizens, as I
think we should, then I'm afraid we're
in real trouble. Our older people have
worked hard throughout their lives.
They've paid their taxes. They've
earned their dues. They are entitled
to live out their senior years with dig-
nity and comfort.

"I find the penny-pinching men-
tality that the DHB have adopted
quite disgusting frankly. I challenge
the Hutt Valley DHB to reverse their
cuts to home help hours. Then I want
to see them release a comprehensive
strategy for improving the quality of
care our older citizens receive. It's
time for them to lift their game," Chris
Hipkins said.

Home help cuts disgusting

Sepuloni visits Hutt Valley

One of Labour's newest MPs, Carmel Sepuloni, recently visited the Hutt Valley to speak to local pasifika commu-
nity groups. Sepuloni, of Tongan descent, was elected to Parliament at the 2008 general election. She is one of the 15
new MPs to join Labour's ranks since 2008.

Accompanied by Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins, Sepuloni visited the Aoga Amata and Tamaiti o le Pasifika early
childhood education centres in Pomare and Taita and the Stokes Valley Community Childhood Centre. She also visited
NET in Wingate, a community-based group working with local families to deliver a range of services including
parenting support.

In her Maiden Speech to Parliament, Sepuloni spoke about her "quintessentially New Zealand" upbringing. Her
father worked at the Waitara freezing works, and her mother worked at the Swanndri factory and, later, as a kiwifruit
picker and packer. Her grandparents were sheep farmers in Stratford.

Sepuloni also spoke about the importance of increasing Paskfika participation in all forms of education, and praised
the 10 percent increase in the number of Pasifika children enrolled in early childhood education while Labour was in
government. She also noted the increases in Pasifika students completing NCEA and tertiary qualifications, and
praised the significant decrease in Pasifika unemployment under Labour, a trend that has reversed under National.
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Taita Electorate Office
1195 High Street, Lower Hutt

Phone 567 0156

Parliament Office
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
PO Box 18-888 Wellington 6160

Phone 817 6584

Electorate Offices - Here to help
The Rimutaka Electorate has a population of about 63,000 people and

stretches from the summit of the Rimutaka Hill to Avalon in Lower
Hutt, taking in all of Upper Hutt, Stokes Valley, Taita, Pomare, Belmont,
Kelson, Manor Park and the Hayward's Hill.

As the local Member of Parliament Chris Hipkins has electorate of-
fices in Upper Hutt and Taita. Two staff members, Janette Granville
and Marlene Ditchfield are available to assist constituents when Chris
is in Parliament.

Janette and Marlene have an extensive knowledge of government pro-
cedure and policy. They can offer advice on most issues and are avail-
able to meet with constituents on weekdays between 10am and 4pm.

Janette and Marlene also have a good local knowledge and are involved
in many local community activities.

Chris holds regular constituent clinics, usually on Friday and Satur-
days. If you wish to meet with him, please ring Janette or Marlene to
arrange an appointment. Clinic times are also advertised in local papers.

Chris holds regular
constituency clinics

throughout the
electorate.

To book an appoint-
ment contact the
electorate offices.

Chris
Hipkins

MP for Rimutaka

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins joined hundreds of cycling enthusiasts from around the country to take part in the
Karapoti Classic on Saturday 6 March. Held every February, the Karapoti Classic is a gruelling 50km ride through
the Akatarawa Ranges. Cyclists encounter mountains, rivers and mud to tackle one of the countries most challeng-
ing cycle rides. "I finished the ride in 4 hours 49 minutes, which was an improvement on last year by almost an
hour. Unfortunately, I came 12 minutes short of beating my colleague and Hutt South MP Trevor Mallard - a fact
that he has recently been flaunting!", says Chris Hipkins. "The Karapoti Classic is one of many outdoor events
that took place in Rimutaka this summer. I really enjoy taking part in many of them. Our community's outdoor
attractions make the upper Hutt Valley such an excellent place to live. Out outdoor-focused lifestyle gives us a
great quality of life. "I encourage anyone interested to take part in the Karapoti Classic next year", Hipkins said.

Karapoti Classic 2010

Rimutaka MP Chris Hipkins says
he is incredibly disappointed that
there are no night classes operating
anywhere in the Hutt Valley this year
as a result of the National
government’s decision to cut $13
million from the $16 million Adult
and Community Education budget.

“Last year I had the opportunity
to visit a number of the night classes
offered here in the Hutt Valley and I
know how much they were valued
by participants. For some they pro-
vided a vital “second chance” at edu-
cation while for others they provided
an opportunity to brush up their
skills. Given the relatively modest
cost they were great value for money,”
Chris Hipkins said.

There were 212 high schools of-
fering a wide variety of night classes
this time last year, there are now only
24. A number of community
organisations who used to receive
funding for training, such as the Citi-
zens Advice Bureau and the Women’s
Centre, have also had funding cut.

No Night Classes
left in Hutt after
National’s cuts

“We have obligations towards the old and infirm because their work in their
earlier and more fruitful years has made it possible for us to enjoy the standards
we enjoy today – because they have done their share in making our present life
possible. We have obligations towards the young because if we fail to provide
for them, we fail to provide for the future, because it will be the duty and the
privilege of those who are young today to make a still better world for tomor-
row. We have obligations towards the sick and the ailing because they cannot
care for themselves. And when those obligations have been fully discharged,
when those unable to provide for themselves have been provided for, it is our
duty to ensure that those who do the useful work of the world enjoy the full
reward of their toil”.

“Men and women are not free to develop their own souls, to express their
own individual personalities, to contribute according to their individual capaci-
ties to the world’s cultural inheritance – they are not free to do any of these things
so long as the fact and fear of economic insecurity confronts them. Only when
this fear is removed do they become in the fullest sense of the term a free people.
We cannot reasonably expect the flowering of the higher attributes of humanity
in a society that is diseased at its roots. Squalor, destitution, unemployment,
slums, malnutrition, ill health, insecurity – these are diseases of the body politic
which must be stamped out fearlessly and without equivocation before we can
hope to build on foundations that are spiritually as well as materially secure”.

From the  archi ves...

Rt Hon Walter Nash

MP for Hutt 1929-1968

Prime Minister 1957-1960

Transpower's $672 million inter-island electricity
connection project at the Haywards substation in
Wellington in now underway. Rimutaka MP Chris
Hipkins recently attended the sod turning for the new
Pole 3 which will replace the 45 year old Pole 1 facility.
Pole 1 had earlier been identified as a safety hazard due
to the mercury it contains and its location on a fault
line.

The upgrade will increase the capacity of the inter-
island link, which will deliver 1000 MW of electricity
by April 2012, and 1200 MW in 2014, between the
Haywards substation and the Benmore substation in
the South Island's Waitaki Valley.

The high voltage direct current link, known as Pole
3, is an important step in increasing security of elec-
tricity supply for both the North and South Islands.
Pole 3 is one part of a much-needed broad investment
programme to reinforce the national grid.

This new link will enable more renewable electricity
generation to supply the North Island while also secur-

ing South Island demand in dry years. Pole 3 will use
modern equipment to convert electricity from alternat-
ing current, which runs through most of the country's
transmission lines, to direct current and back again at the
receiving end.  Direct current is used in the new link
because it is more effective for transporting power over
long distances.

Upgrade of Haywards substation underway


